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China’s welcomed 
slowdown  expected 

Despite concerns over a prolonged low global economic growth 
ahead, senior officials from international financial organisations have 

expressed their optimism over China’s economic slowdown. pg 3



Our monthly industry brief provides an 
accurate commentary of the various 
business headlines affecting the Asian 
markets. Concise, impartial and easy to 
digest, the Supply Chain Asia Monthly 
Industry Report is designed to help 
our readers track business trends, and 
understand the implications of major 
happenings in bite-sized chunks. In 
addition to providing our readers with 
the information to make smart business 
decisions quickly and effectively, we also 
include write-ups of upcoming events 
and academy programmes in individual 
copies of the brief.



Australia searches for role in 
Asia’s emerging economy 
Following the implementation of the ASEAN Free Trade Area, over 70 per cent of intra-ASEAN trade incurs no tariff, and 
less than 5 per cent of that trade is subject to tariffs above 10 per cent. Non-tariff trade facilitation – making it easier to 
ship goods across borders – is the aim of the Asian Economic Community and the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership initiatives. The national single window has gone live in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and 
Thailand, with full roll-out planned for all significant ports and airports by 2015.

Where does Australia fit into all this? Japan played a key role in promoting supply chains when it shifted its manufacturing 
to lower-income countries. Taiwan provided managerial support for the initial stage of China’s manufacturing growth. 

All these countries had inherent advantages in finding a role in the supply chains. Australia, as a net capital importer and 
commodity exporter with modest manufacturing capacity and few global manufacturing brands, however, has found it 
hard to find a role in Asia’s manufacturing boom.

Source: CITI 
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Its demographic evolution is at least 35 years behind 
that of China with a high (but falling) birth rate and 
large and growing population of young workers. India’s 
working age population is expected to grow by 40.7 
per cent between 2010 and 2050.

The substantial projected growth in Philippines is 
expected to occur as its working population expands 
by 66.2 per cent over the next 40 years.

Indonesia’s already large population is predicted to rise to 
288 million in 2050. Its working age populatin is expected 
to increase by 17.9 per cent over the same period. Thus, 
demographics are a factor that should be working in 
Indonesia’s favour to achieve China-like growth rates over 
the next 40 Years.

The population in Vietnam is expected to grow from 89 
million in 2010 to 112 million in 2050, driving much of the per 
capita GDP growth projected. The country’s investment rate 
is around 35 per cent of GDP, which should sustain growth 
over the next 40 years.

Despite recent slowdowns, the Indian economy is expected 
to ramp up over the next few years, coming closer to 
pre-recession GDP growth rates. Thanks to an easing in 
monetary policy and recent structural policy reforms, India 
could very well emerge from the global recession with an 
even stronger economy than it had beforehand.

The working age population is expected to grow by 60.8 
percent between 2010 and 2050. However, although the 
labour force is slightly better educated than that of many 
other African nations, the educational system is not catching 
up fast enough with the requirements of modern day 
employers.

Thee 6.9% growth in per capita GDP is attributed to 
Nigeria’s natural resources. However, the nascent private 
serctor is making strides, creating a number of regional 
champions, some of which, includes banks and airlines, are 
now expanding into other regions of Africa.

NIGERIA 6.9% 60.8%

INDIA 40.7%

66.2%

112m

INDONESIA 288m

The Indonesian economy has continued its rapid 
growth despite signs of showing elsewhere in 
the region. While the country’s exports are still 
vulnerable  to decreased global demand, strong 
domestic consumption and investment will 
continue to drive growth forward.



China’s welcomed slowdown expected 
Despite concerns over a prolonged low global economic growth ahead, senior officials from 
international financial organisations have expressed their optimism over China’s economic 
slowdown.

The IMF has forecast the Chinese economy to grow 7.4 per cent this year and 7.1 per cent next 
year. Although that is much higher than the IMF’s forecast for global economic growth of around 
3.3 per cent, it has been relatively low compared to China’s often double-digit growth over the last 
30 years. China’s GDP grew 7.7 per cent in 2013, the lowest since 1999.

China has pledged to transform its economic growth model to be less driven by exports and 
investment and more by domestic consumption and moving up the supply chain. A slowdown 
is expected during the process, with a spokesperson from IMF believing that the slowdown will 
ensure a more steady growth of the Chinese economy in the future.





Goods worth $270k stolen from 
unsecured Dubai warehouse 

Dubai Police has urged businesses to ensure their buildings are securely protected after thieves broke 
into a warehouse in Jebel Ali Industrial Zone and stole $272,255 worth of electronic goods.

General Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, assistant to the Dubai Police chief for criminal investigation affairs, 
said the warehouse was protected by a basic lock and although the theft happened at the end of 
September, it took three days for the owner to discover the break-in as he only carried out sporadic 
checks of the property.

Al Mansouri said ten people were responsible for the theft, including a business owner who worked in 
the electronics sector and have prepared documents allowing the stolen goods to be shipped to Asia.  





Indian economy, which 
accounts for 80 per cent of 
South Asia’s output, is set to 
grow by 6.4 per cent in 2015-
16 as against 5.6 per cent 
in 2014-15, according to the 
World Bank.

With economic activity 
buoyed by expectations 
from the newly elected 
government of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
“India is benefiting from a 
“Modi dividend”,” the Bank 
said in its twice-a-year South 
Asia Economic Focus in 
October.

Over the next year or so, 
economic growth should be 
supported by a recovering 
US economy that will 
provide a market for Indian 
merchandise and service 
exports.

Indian economy to grow by 
6.4 per cent 





Will stores merely become showrooms?  
According to Capgemini’s most recent research (based on more than 18,000 digital shoppers from 18 countries), 48 per 
cent of respondents agreed that stores will likely become showrooms instead of places of transactions in the future.

While technology is heavily converging and influencing consumers’ shopping behaviour, physical store retailers should 
be relieved that 72 per cent of shoppers surveyed do not assume that stores will disappear any time soon.

In the high-growth markets, namely Brazil, China, India, Mexico and Russia, the report has identified the digitally 
indifferent shoppers (23 per cent), who prefer  physical stores; the interactive digital shoppers, a vast majority of 50 per 
cent, who are ready to embrace new technologies when making purchases; and the technophile shoppers (27 per cent), 
who are tech-savvy, but like flexibility and control.

Source: Capgemini

The relative importance of the physical store in 
the purchase and payment of a product

Traditional store experience

Internet site

In-store technology (e.g. kiosks)

Email (e.g.newsletters and offers)

Smartphones (both mobile websites and apps)

Social media (e.g. Facebook, Twitter)

Phone - via call center

1 Not at all Important 5 Extremely Important Mean
2014

Mean
2012

4 5 18 32 40 3.99 N.A

8 6 19 31 36 3.81 3.80

14 10 23 30 23 3.37 3.41

17 12 23 27 21 3.25 3.34

27 12 20 23 19 2.94 2.81

32 12 19 20 16 2.75 N.A

35 14 20 18 13 2.59 2.70



iPhone 6 Supply Chain Revealed 
The team from Comparecamp.com estimates that an iPhone would not only cost $4 more if it was built in the US, but 
it would also mean Apple had to pay higher taxes on its profits -- 35 per cent as opposed to two per cent.

In addition the findings reveal how Apple contracts have enabled its suppliers to invest in their own businesses. Foxconn, 
Apple’s biggest supplier, for example has invested heavily in robotics to help it meet its production quotas.

Other emerging economies are getting in on the act too with iPhones now being assembled in Brazil. There are Apple 
suppliers in more than 30 countries around the world.

Source: Comparecamp.com



20 November, GraNd CopthorNe WaterfroNt hotel
book your seat now!

Email: awards@supplychainasia.org • Tel: +65 6898 1581

In light of the recent exponential 
rise in e-commerce activities 
over the past decade, this 
section is dedicated to keep 
our readers up to date with the 
latest e-commerce news.

Toll Global Express launches Toll 
Consumer Delivery

•	 This	 interactive	 web	 service	 provides	
pre-delivery advice enabling consumers 
who are eagerly anticipating their 
parcels to select and determine their 
preferred choice of delivery day, choice 
of delivery time, alternate collection 
or delivery locations and convenient 
tracking of their parcels. 

•	 Launched	 in	 Singapore,	 the	
unsuccessful delivery rates positively 
declined from 32% to 9.8%

•	 Reflects	increased	delivery	productivity	
and efficiency and improved customer 
experience

India’s e-Commerce Market to Double

•	 India’s	 e-commerce	 market	 will	 reach	
US$6bn in consumer spending in 
2015, leaping from US$3.5bn in 2014, 
according to the latest data from 
Gartner

•	 This	makes	it	one	of	the	fastest-growing	
e-commerce markets in Asia Pacific

•	 The	 potential	 for	 a	 70	 per	 cent	
growth rate to be maintained or even 
accelerated can be seen from the low 
base from which it is emerging

e-Commerce
NEWS BITES



Partners Events

Indonesia	Transport	Supply	Chain	&	Logistics	
(ITSCL)	

Indonesia	Transport	Supply	Chain	&	Logistics	(ITSCL)	is	Indonesia’s	only	
dedicated transport, and logistics exhibition for products and services 
dedicated to the physical distribution of goods and the supply chain. 
It	 is	co-located	with	 Intralogistics	 Indonesia	 (ILI),	which	will	 showcase	
handling equipment and automated systems that process and rationalise 
the	physical	movements	of	supply,	production	and	distribution.	ITSLC	and	
ILI	brings	together	government,	international	and	domestic	participants	
of the complete supply chain and industry all together in one place, with 
opportunities for buying, selling, networking, and learning.

For more information, please visit our websites at 
www.transport-supplychain-logistics.co.id
www.intralogistics-indonesia.co.id or 

email us at: itscl-ili@reedpanorama.com

LAST	MILE	FUFILMENT	ASIA	2015

Last	Mile	Fulfilment	Asia	(LMFAsia)	Conference	and	Exhibition	2015	is	the	only	Asian	business	platform	bringing	together	fulfilment	centres,	logistics	
companies, postal agencies and parcel courier companies to meet with eCommerce companies and retailers to discuss and find solutions to address 
the last mile challenges in the Asian countries, forge new partnerships and uncover business opportunities.

As eCommerce companies and retailers race to decrease fulfilment time and reach to build competitive advantage and greater take-up rate of 
eCommerce, they find themselves constrained by logistical and technological issues specifically within the last mile fulfilment aspect of the supply 
value chain. Current events in the marketplace are addressing broader issues in the general logistics sector, thereby limiting the sources and platforms 
that eCommerce companies and retailers can go to for last mile fulfilment issues. 

Potential exhibitors and sponsors will have the opportunity to meet 1,500 attendees expected at the event. The Conference positioned as the 
centerpiece of the event will feature industry experts and seasoned practitioners from the fulfillment sector who will offer their insights and 
operational perspectives through plenary sessions, panel discussions, case studies and interactions with the audience. Never before has there been 
such a unique and focused event for the industry. Don’t miss the opportunity to be part of this ground breaking show and position your company 
ahead of your competitors!

Event Information:
Date:  19 – 20 March 2015 (Thursday and Friday)
Time:  8.00am – 6.00pm (19 March 2015)
            9.00am – 6.00pm (20 March 2015)

Venue:  MAX Atria @ Singapore Expo 
             1 Expo Drive, Singapore 486150

Interpol World

INTERPOL	 World	 is	 owned	 by	 INTERPOL	 –	 the	 world’s	 largest	
international police organisation, with 190 member countries.  Held in 
conjunction	with	the	official	opening	of	the	INTERPOL	Global	Complex	for	
Innovation	(IGCI)	on	13	April	2015	in	Singapore	and	the	22nd	INTERPOL	
Asian	Regional	Congress	from	15-17	April	2015,	the	inaugural	INTERPOL	
World will take place in Sands Expo & Convention Centre from 14-16 
April 2015. This 3-day event will highlight public-private partnership and 
include	the	INTERPOL	World	Expo,	the	INTERPOL	World	Congress	and	
the	INTERPOL	World	Dialogue.		It	is	expected	to	attract	the	participation	
of 250 international and local exhibitors and 8,000 trade and professional 
visitors.

INTERPOL	World,	 a	 biennial	 international	 security	 event,	 is	 supported	
by the Singapore Ministry of Home Affairs and managed by MP 
International. It aims at identifying innovative solutions to global security 
challenges and will connect governments and national security agencies 
with security companies which can provide innovative technologies and 
solutions	to	co-create	solutions.	INTERPOL	World	2015	will	focus	on	4	
key domains, but not limited to: cybersecurity, border management, safe 
cities and supply chain security.

For more information, please visit our website 
www.interpol-world.com

Alternatively, you can also contact us at 
marketing@interpol-world.com or +65 6393 0228.

For more information, 
visit	www.lmfasia.com	or	contact	Mr.	Lee	Jeong	Hoon	at	
+65 9339 4513 / jeonghoon.lee@singex.com



events

November 4-5 2014, Novotel Clarke Quay, Singapore

Asia-Pacific 3PL Summit & Chief 
Supply Chain O�cer Forum 

Capitalize on Logistics Opportunities in Asia: Exploring the Future of 
Intra-Asia Logistics, New Technologies, Key Ways to Expand your 
Customer Base and How to Position your Company as a Key Player in 
the Region

The 3PL Summit is the most high-level gathering of logistics executives in the Asia-Pacific 
region. With 150 attendees, it brings together the leading thinkers and practitioners in logistics 
and supply chain to network, learn, debate challenges, discuss trends and share ideas on 
achieving growth in Asia.

Industry pioneers set to share their knowledge with you:
A hand-picked selection of 40+ industry experts is set to lead you through each key topic. 
The full speaker faculty will be released on August 4th. Keep checking back for updates.

Complimentary passes are available to senior supply chain executives at retailers 
and manufacturers.  
For more information on the event, and to apply for a complimentary pass, con-
tact Sarah Reynolds directly. 

Sarah Reynolds | Research Director | eft  | +44(0)207 375 7243 | sreynolds@eft.com 

http://events.eyefortransport.com/3pl-asia/

Beat Simon
President
APL Logistics

Robert Yap
CEO
YCH Group

Roxane Desmicht
Head - Supply Chain
Infineon Technologies

Min Yuan Seow
Regional Supply Chain 
Manager - Greater Asia
Becton Dickinson

Sanjay Desai
Director Supply Chain
ThermoFisher

Jimmy Lim
Manager - Global 
Procurement
HP

Keith Carter
Professor, National 
University 
Singapore

Oskar Verkamman
Managing Partner
Inspired-Search

Key Topics to be Discussed in 2014

Technology as a Di£erentiator - Special focus on big data, joined by supply chain manufactur-
ers and retailers

The Future of Asia Logistics: Exploring the logistics capacity of the future – how will APAC be 
managed in the future? Explore China’s growth, its increased trade with neighbours vs. the US 
and EU and how this will a�ect world and regional trade lanes

Position Yourself, Your team and Your company as Key Players in the Logistics Arena in Asia 



19-20 March 2015 
MAX Atria @ Singapore EXPO
Asia’s International Conference & 
Exhibition for Retail, eCommerce, 
Logistics and Parcel Industries

Register now at www.lmfasia.com to enjoy S$100 off conference fees!  
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eCommerce Beyond Borders

  The 
 Only Asian 
               Platform 
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and business opportunities
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SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY
CYBERSECURITY

BO
RDER M

ANAGEMENT

SAFE CITIES

Fostering Innovation for 
Global Security Challenges

14 - 16 APRIL 2015
Sands Expo & Convention Centre 

Singapore
www.interpol-world.com

Event Owner Managed ByHeld InSupported By Supporting
Knowledge Partner

WHAT TO EXPECT

EXHIBITION SPACE

27,000 SQM

EXPECTED NUMBER 
OF TRADE VISITORS 

8,000

EXPECTED NUMBER 
OF EXHIBITING 
COMPANIES

250

450  
KEY DECISION-MAKERS 
FROM INTERPOL’S

190  
MEMBER COUNTRIES

Contact us TODAY at +65 6389 6614 or sales@interpol-world.com
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Fast track 
your career 
progression 

from a SC Assistant 
to an Executive 

within a year

Maximise 
talent output 

by investing in 
customised 
on-the-job 

training programme

Receive 
mentoring 

and coaching 
from industry 
professionals

Pay course fees of 
only S$2150 

due to 70% 
subsidy*

Receive 6 months extension 
or permanent 

employment after 
completion

Enjoy waiver on
monthly training 

allowance of 
up to $1400 per 
trainee per month 

for 12 months

Supporting AgencyFind us at

www.fb.com/scasia.org

App-SC Asia

App-SC Asia

groups/Supply Chain Asia

youtube.com/user/supplychainasia

www.supplychainasia.org

Supply Chain Operations Traineeship 
Programme (SCOTP)

A Programme by Supply Chain Asia Academy, the training arm of Supply Chain Asia
Supported by Singapore Workforce Development Agency (WDA)

Employee Employer

For more information or enquiries, please visit us at our website www.supplychainasia.org or 
email us directly at angela@supplychainasia.org.
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